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NOTL PROM Th DEROCTOR, PRIS: 

Forty years ago, the U.S. Government inaugurated a new 
service to monitor foreign public broadcasts. A few years later 
a Similar group was established to exploit the foreign press. 
From the merger of these organizations evolved the present -day 
FBIS. Our constant goal throughout has been to provide our readers 
with rapid, accurate, and comprehensive reporting from the public 
media worldwide. 


On behalf of all of us in FPBIS | wish to express appreciation 


to our readers who have guided our efforts throughout the years. 
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NATION'S MILITARY MIGHT PRALSED 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 10 Oct 80 pp 19-21 


/Arcicle by Sabri Abu-al-Majd: “Our Armed Forces: A Force for the Arabs and 
Moslems and a Force To Defend Peace"/ 


[Excerpts] Joy and happiness engulfed the hearts of millions of Egyptians, and Arabs, 
Moslems, Africans and Asians residing in Egypt, when they witnessed the internation- 
al military parade our heroic armed forces held last Monday on the anniversary of 
our most beloved and precious day, the anniversary of victory day, 6 October 1973. 
Joy and happiness filled the hearts of ail those many millions not only because 

our armed forces, in their review, used the most modern weapons of the age, and the 
most developed and diversified ones, with splendid excellence, but also because the 
Egyptian fighting man proved, through the presentation he made in this review, that 
he enjoyed a high level of great performance and distinction from all scientific 

and cultural aspects. 


Our armed forces, heroic always and forever, are our hope, our aspiration, our re- 
serves, our pride, our inviolable sanctuary, our powerful bastion, absolutely the 
most beloved thing we possess in this life. Its soldiers and officers are our 
brothers, our children, the delight of our souls. Above that--indeed, before that-- 
our armed forces represent their people, in good times and bad, in easy times and 
hard, in the truest fashion: they always and permanently draw their deep-rooted 
traditions from the traditions of our great genuine people and always and perman- 
ently most truthfully express their hopes and pains. 





While our people have carried the banner for more than 7,000 years--the banner of 
science, light and knowledge--our armed forces, in the same period, have also 
borne the banner--the banner of heroism, bravery, sacrifice and self-abnegation. 


Our armed forces, throughout history, have been, and still are, the rock upon 
which all the dreams of the covetous and theaggressors are smashed, and they have 
always and permanently been are still are the genuine source from which our people 
derive strength, grandeur and iomortality. 


While our Egyptian people possessed the first political, social and economic revo- 
lution known to history, 23 centuries before the mission of the Messiah--a revolu- 
tion which above all brought the world the banner of truth, equality and sociel 











justice--our army always and permanently possessed the most powerful inetrument 
for change not just in Egyptian society but also in all the societies surround- 
ing it. 


All great foreign historians believe that the Egyptian army, toward the end of the 
léth century and even in the last third of the 19th century, while most countries 
of Burope were living in an atmosphere of oppression and darkness, indeed shadow, 
brought light, knowledge and civility ‘o many countries of the world. Wuc armed 
forces even came to America, bearing unique knowledge, experience and acts of 
heroism, 


At that time, the role of the Egyptian army was not confined to defending Egyptian 
borders alone--at the same time it did what no army in the civilized world was do- 
ing. Ite troops were the ones who built the canale, erected bridges and levees, 
and built porte, factories and industrial establishments; indeed, it was in ite 
schools, and in its echoole alone, that the people received the principles of sci- 
ence and knowledge. 


Its factories, the factories of the Egyptian army, were the ones on which the 
people relied for their food, clothing, and weapons. 


More accurately, the Egyptian army played the most powerful role in changing the 
structure of Egyptian society, and the battles it embarked on in ali areas of the 
civilized world were without dispute among the most serious battles in history. 
Had all of Burope, in spite of differences and disputes over views and goals with- 
in it, not stood against the Egyptian army, the face of human history would have 
changed: 


It was the army of Egypt which under the leadership of Ahmad ‘Urabi rose up to 
strive to rid the country of the noose of occupation and exploitation. It was 

that which, under delegation by the people, bore the burden of demanding their con- 
stitutional rights. Was the the establishment of a parliament not at the forefront 
of the demands which Ahmad ‘Urabi presented on 9 September 1882? Then wasn't it 
the ‘Urabi revolution which set forth the most modern constitution, the likes of 
which many European countries at the time had not known? 


The ‘Urabi revolution, representing the Egyptian people, established a sound parli-+ 
amentary regime which was truly at that time one of the miracles of the age! 


While Britain was directing all its forces and fleets toward Egypt, in order to 
extract revenge for its defeat by the Egyptian army in Frazer's attack and to elim- 
inate ‘Urabi's revolution, it would not have succeeded in realizing its objectives 
had it not been for the treason of some military men and civilians. 


What underlines the fact that the British occupation was aimed at the Egyptian army 
before all else in Egypt is che fact that after 5 days of concentration in Cairo, 
on 19 September 1882, it eliminated the Egyptian army, closed down its war factor- 
ies and arsenals, and so on and so forth. The British occupation had no great 

goal except to prevent Egypt from having a strong army protecting it! 


While che 1919 revolution failed for numerous reasons, among them the fact that 
the Egyptian ermy, governed by British commanders, could not participate in it, 




















the young men of that army, especially after mewbers of the people were given the 
opportunity to enter the military college, had no goal but to prepare for a revolu- 
tion which would do away with the foreign occupation and do away with foreign monop- 
olies and exploitation. 


The 23 July 1952 revolution which the Egyptian army made, as a representative of 
the people of Bgypt, succeeded in eliminating the foreign occupation, which had 
lasted more than 70 years, and succeeded in creating the most serious radical 
change in the structure of Egyptian society--in fact, in creating more Chan one 
radical change in the structure of many African and Asian societies. 


Since the 23 july 1952 revolution, the army, representing all factions of the 
people, has achieved many things in all fields of political, economic and social 
development, which ite people wanted from it and which it wanted for its people. 
The fact that the 23 July 1952 revolution managed to play the most serious role in 
Liberating many African and Arab countries, creating the nonaligned movement and 
supporting many liberation movements in the whole world, and the fact that the 23 
July 1952 revolution succeeded more than once in eliminating every conspiracy 
through which the enemies tried to dominate Egypt militarily and politically, may 
all be atcributed to the fact that it chose the peaceful method, which saved the 
country from the evils of a civil war which could have swept over the country had 
it resorted to the bloody method, a method which most unfortunately and bitterly 
other revolutions have resorted to in some Arab and Islamic countries, erring by 
adopting the bloody method as a path toward a free dignified life. 


During the historic course of the 23 July 1952 revolution, our heroic armed forces 
always supported it. Errors, sins, negative aspects and bad things did occur, as 
generally happens in all the major historic revolutions. For example the centers 
of power destroyed freedoms, imposed their tutelage on the people, and interfered 
in the affairs of the army, and these strong centers, which at the same time were 
weak, aimed only at achieving purely personal designs and the perpetuation of tneir 
dominance and rule over the people and the army both. 


This all had its serious effects in the defeat which was inflicted upor us on 5 
June 1967. 


For the sake of the truth and history, as we have said repeatedly, on numerous oc- 
casions, we were not defeated militarily on 5 June 1967, we were defeated politic- 
ally. Some centers of power which interfered in the affairs of the army wanted to 
alienate the army from its main activity, which was to defend the people and the 
nation against any foreign aggression: some commanders who were ignorant about 
the powers of the army dominated, and the result was that our armed forces did not 
fight on 5 June 1967. Since they did not fight, they were not defeated. Rather, 
what were actually defeated were some armed forces commanders who had forgotten 

or feigned ignorance of deep-rooted military traditions and worked over or were 
preoccupied with the trivia of political matters, which are in contradiction with 
Egyptian military traditions. 


It was the good fortune of Egypt, and the good fortune of our armed forces, that 
the most prominent of the leaders of the 1952 revolution who arose among our armed 
forces, created through their morality and adhered to all their genuine national 














and domestic traditions was the one who in the name of the people and the army rose 
up to correct the mistakes of the 23 July 1952 revolution and restore to it its 
true national domestic face. The 15 May revolution under the command of Anwar al- 
Sadat was an act complementary to the 23 July 1952 revolution. 


The 15 May 1971 revolution never was a revolution in opposition to that of 23 July, 
as the nation's enemies and adversaries repeat; it was a correction of the course, 
a completion of the mission and a modification of the path and therefore, it was 
possible, once the revolutions of 23 July 1952 and 15 May 1971 had become stabil- 
ized, to close down the concentration camps, liquidate the sequestrations and guar- 
antee the citizen's security and well-being. It was possible, after all this was 
achieved, to snatch the strengthening victory which our armed forces realized, with 
the great genuine people behind them, on 6 October 1973--a victory which did not 
content itself with changing the course of the history of Egypt and the world but 
was able to dictate Egypt's will to that history. On the sixth day of October 

L975 our people, with their armed forces in the vanguard, passed from the shadow 

of letial despair to the light of sweet blooming resplendent hope, and there became 
two worlds, the world of pre-October 1973 and the world of post-October 1973, all 
this thanks to the great tremendous performance which our heroic armed forces made 
and thanks to their great deathless sacrifices, managing to eliminate the myth of 
the army which could not be defeated, the myth which the world had continued to be- 
lieve for more than a quarter century. 


Our heroic armed forces also managed to cut off the Israel aggressive arm which 
for many years had been raising noise in the Arab region, indeed in all areas of 
the Middle East; in the October 1973 war, our heroic troops proved that they were 
the cream of the people of the cream of nations. 


This all, and many times this, was going about in my mind, indeed in my heart, as 

| witnessed the splendid military display of our heroic armed forces. When Lt Gen 
Ahmad Sadawi, the commander general of the armed forces and minister of defense and 
war production, began to talk, I and every Egyptian felt that he was saying all 
that was in our hearts and souls, completely expressing what was going on in our 
minds and imaginations. 


The war of the sixth of October did not stop at the limit of attaining strategic 
military goals only--irdeed, it ventured to achieve the cultural political goal of 
attaining peace and implanting the buttresses of right and freedom of all the 
peoples of the region. 


In addition to all the efforts which Egypt is exerting cto complete the construction 
of the peace by resolving the Palestinian issue, the armed forces are continuing to 
carry out their plans to consolidate their fighting capabilities and develop them- 
selves in a manner conforming to the demands of the era in preparation and armaments, 
benefiting from their fighting experience and the most modern scientific notions, 
stressing their responsibility to remain a firm force defending the nation and re- 
pelling its enemies. 


The armed forces will continue their role in the field of construction and develop- 
ment, stressing that their role in the context of peace is equally as important 
and effective as its role in the circumstances of war. 


11887 
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ARMOR EXPERT GIVES NEW DETAILS OF FORCES' PERFORMANCE 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 10 Oct 80 pp 29-33 
/Article by Hamdi Lutfi: "Armor and the Battle of Tomorrow"/ 


/Text/ Come let us go back a little, in order to find an entree to our talk today, 
which concerns tomorrow and the modernization of the struggle for survival and 
defense. 


Let us go back to a time when World War Two was at its peak and the people of 
Europe facing the loss of tens of thousands of victims a day, were afflicted with 
apathy and stagnation and huddled in the indifference of expectation of co) lective 
death at any moment! 


A surprise riveted the world's attention and notice at the unique battle over El 
Alamein, and the tank battle between the forces of Rommel and the forces of Mont- 
gowery became the talk of the world's commanders and newspapers for many years, 
until Egypt's tanks recreated the great historic event on the desert of Sinai in 
1973 in the glorious Ramadan-October war, entering with Israeli tanks into a great- 
er and graver struggle than that of El Alame‘n, to which international military 
thinkers and commanders have devoted many of their courses and lectures, even dif- 
fering over the role of the tank in the future. Some say “its role has ended"; 
that has not been true. 


The tank industry has developed in the East and the West since 1973, benefiting 
from the lessons of the October war in Sinai, and its weaponry has developed, since 
the production of more mobile and more powerful tanks has prevailed, with developed 
armament exposed to anti-tank missile artillery carried by dismounted troops 
possessing more modern and critical scientific advantages than they possessed in 
the early seventies! 


In the battle of civilization which President al-Sadat commanded in the mid-seven- 
ties, “the battle of increasing the number of arms sources," Egyptian tanks occu- 
pied an important position on the maps of this Egyptian strategy and on the modern- 
ization of our armed forces through the most advanced output of tank arsenals in 
America and the countries of the West in general. 


These days, one of the results of modern military science in the United States is 
reaching our armed forces: it is the American M-60A3 tank, which is being incor- 
porated into the Egyptian tank force which embarked on a terrible secret battie 














which has not yet been written about--except for the open battles of combat on the 
Sinai desert in 1973, It was a secret battle which was precisely a battle of life 
and death led persistently, insistently and successfully by giants far removed 
from light. 


I went to the commander of the armor to hear him talk about his men's accomplish- 
ments. The old professor of tanks, Maj Gen Muhammad Majid al-Far, spoke for the 
first time to the Egyptian press on the pages of AL-MUSAWWAR. 


While a general practitioner plays his role in combating diseases so that people 
may remain healthy and immune, the surgeon performs a different role, which is im- 
portant, and in some cases uproots the malady from the body of the sick person, 
perhaps taking out part of that body or adding new parts to it from the body of 
another human so that the sick person may regain his powers, in fact sometimes re- 
gain his lost youth, 


In our armed forces you will find a large number of the most prominent skilled 
Egyptian surgeons who however have not graduated from faculties of medicine, their 
magic fingers and their minds brilliant with knowledge and scientific expertise 
performing the most noble and glorious of tasks on the bodies of military equipment, 
not men, 


They are the surgeons of tanks, who restore life to the tracks whose hypothetical 
life has almost ended, so that this weaponry can regain its first youth and so that 
its power to act with distinction in performing more competently, ably and power- 
fully than in the recent past may be renewed. 


Experts in these fine acts of surgery have come from England, France and other Euro- 
pean countries and with their own eyes have witnessed how the tank surgeons, the 
people of our great, splendid nation's rural areas, have played the greatest tunes 
of the age with a high level of Egyptian ability, far removed from various bright 
lights in their military workshops. 


The international experts have given their testimony, which causes us to hold our 
heads high before the professors of the world, on the maintenance and development 
of complex modern armaments through the arts of technology and electronics. 


In silence and perseverance, the wheel turns and the rate of the people with magic 
fingers increases on the massive weapons which have their importance and their 
gravity in the battles of yesterday and the battles of tomorrow which have not yet 
taken place--the veaponry of armor and everything which proceeds or moves on treads. 


Here, in the eigncies, the Egyptian tanks are receiving a new stage of armament, 

by incorporating the American tanks among their main equipment after a quarter cen- 
tury, or slightly less, of dealing with Russian equipment and arms and Russian- 
style thinking and belief in theoretical application which the Soviet Union imposed 
upon us, with all the tremendous efforts our lofty fighting men made to avoid cast- 
ing off their Egyptian skin or thinking before Russian dominance, from 1955 until 
the departure of the Soviet experts from our country at the end of 1972. 


The incorporation of American tanks into our armed forces is an application of the 
strategy of increasing the number of sources of arms and the forces they provide 














us. When you list them on paper, they take you a fraction of a second, but their 
practical application takes unremitting group effort on the parc of men, constant- 
ly developing burdens and duties of varioua forms on the level of command, the 
"technical base" which maintains, develops, repairs and adds and the "fighting base” 
which uses weapons in a field training which escalates every day until the men ob- 
tain che requisite level of competence in combat and the optimum use of the modern 
Western arms- indeed, a higher level of application than our boys achieved during 
the past quarter century with Eastern arms, which they are applying today and will 
be applying tomorrow. 


The Lethal Decision! 


The old professor of tanks and manager of the Department of Armor in our armed 
forces, Maj Gen Muhammad Majid al-Far, told me in our military press interview: 


"It is no secret that the Soviet embargo on exports of arms and spare parts to us, 
which Moscow imposed upon us, constituted a stifling decision. The timing of its 
implementation occurred as practical proof that it aimed at eliminating our armed 
forces. In the context of tanks, we have obtained technology from some friendly 
countries in order to retain the level of victory and progress we reached on the 
ground in Sinai during the Ramadan-October war. 


"This moment his perspicacity, brilliant planning and calculations based on scien- 
tific analysis--not straying into fantasy or relying on divine will or a chance 
stroke of luck--shone forth. The issuance of such a "lethal Soviet decision" was 
among President al-Sadat's calculations, and he made his concentrated international 
calculations in secret before expelling the Soviet experts from Egypt in order to 
apply his strategy of increasing the number of arms sources. The success of his 
contacts was the main way out, the means and the end of the Egyptian armed forces. 


“Here is where the role of the men who have technical expertise stands out; they 
were assigned to extend the hypothetical life of the Russian arms in our possession-- 
indeed, to give some of these arms a new life into which the element of power, abil- 
icy and high competence would flow. 


"In their precise scientific technical missions, they reached high levels, before 
which the Soviet experts themselves, then the Western experts, paused in amazement 
and admiration at the minds and fingers of the Egyptian armor shop teams, who were 
able to attain 80 percent of the requisite capability from the delapidated arms, 
then continued their efforts until they reached a rate of 100 percent. Proof of 
that is the fact that the capability of the Russian T-34 tank our forces possess, 
which was used in World War Two and is a very old tank, was restored after our 
lengthy use of it over the past quarter century and is operating with us even to- 
day in the most advanced manner with its original competence. 


‘In the armor shops, the men managed to manufacture the most precise spare parts 
locally, sometimes in cooperation with the Ministry of War Production plants." 


Tanks Equipped with Electronic Gear 


I asked Maj Gen Muhammad Majid al-Far: 











"There is a modern view whose proponent, a German expert, holds ‘the price of a 
tank has come to approximate ths price of a modern warplane, protecting tanks in 
the field and technically maintaining them is of higher importance and seriousness 
than ject fighters, and the duty of the officer fighting by tank is far graver than 
that of a person flying a jet fighter.’ Could you explain to the reader, without 


using milicary expressions, the meaning of that statement as regards che stage we 
are going through’" 


The director of Armor replied, 


"This statement is correct to a point. The price of tanks has risen fantastically 
as a result of the rise in prices of raw materials and manufacturing costs through- 
out the world, and as ar inevitable necessary result of the use of modern electron- 
ics in tank manufacture--that is, supplying them with precise electronic equipment 
possessing an advanced level of indus*rial technology causes them to come close in 
cost and structure to modern warplanes. 


"To we shift to the field, we will find for example an off  «r >of the rank of first 
Lieutenant responsible for a number of tanks, not just ov» tank, and the use of 
tanks is not easy--in fact, it is an activity requiring nature mind, calm nerves, 
and high psychological ability distinguished by tremendo. © .)c:iority over the pow- 
ers of ordinary people. The tank team consists of three or four men running their 
battle and fighting in irregular movement in a space no greater than a square met- 
er inside the tank containing their precise equipment, surrounded by ammunition. 

If not all members of the tank team possess the characteristics I have previously 
mentioned, they will fail to perform or derive optimum use /of their weapon/ and 

the task will be a true curse! 





"Therefore you find that the tanks whose command is assumed by a junior officer of 
the rank of second or first lieucenant represents a major national resource which 
must be protected,and is as a direct a responsibility as that of the pilot of a 
fighter or a jet and his modern fighter plane, with the costs that represents. The 
costs of training a pilot are another type of national resource. Therefore the 
Armor Department puts in its annual plans the responsibility of providing scientif- 
ic technical accreditation for tank officers in the technical and tactical sense 

in a manner which will cause them to be in command of the performance of their 
duties with the maximum commitment and success not just in wartime but also in 
peace, with the constant training that requires the absolutely and uninterrupted 
development which is met by the new modifications entering into our practical pro- 
grams and the calculations of converting them into real production lines. 


NAere IL am concerned to point to the tank battles which our forces waged in Sinai 
in the 19€7 war and in the October 1973 war, where many clashes occurred in which 
the Egyptian tank combatant showed his ability, superiority, stability of will and 
dominance of the terrain of battle in confronting sudden situations, managing bat~ 
tles of encirclement, surrounding and destruction. They raised the laws of combat 
to more advanced levels, disturbing the balance of the Israeli armor which was sup- 
plied by electronic equipment of an advanced technology, not to mention the Israel 
air cover, which constantly protects it--resources which lost their feasibility be- 
fore the performance of the Egyptian fighting man, the race of skill he burst into 
giant strides, and the tactical astuteness which he possessed in facing sudden 
enemy counter attacks. 











"Beyptian tanks achieved a special military surprise which Moshe Dayan acknowledged 
when he found que tanks, which we supplied with Weatern-made electronic equipment 
and precise syatems fighting. The British journalist and apecialiat Charles 
Weekburge said in 1975, ‘The Beyptians have closed the tremendous gap between them 
selves and leraeli armor. He aleo said that the Egyptians with their tanks truly 
proved that they are the rigid Lid of the camele' eye, and the Egyptian tank fight 
er with hie thinking and performance outetripped the treade of the modern American 
tanke which the Ieraelis fought with, and not the treads of his own tanks alone! 





Coordination with the Joint Forces 


“Our tanke derived their element of superiority from progressive cooperation among 
themselves and Egyptian infantry, artillery, engineers, signal and air corpe in 
joint battles or battles of joint forces which we waged together throug’ good co- 
ordination with these forces in accordance with the sige of the enemy attack, This 
action alone represents — page of achievement and pride for the Egyptian military 
radiating with advanced cooperation between the main branches of our armed forces." 


I told Maj Gen Muhammad Majid al-Par, 


"Permit we to ask if the American tanks which we have obtained, and will obtain, 
with cneir modern Western technology, will constitute a technical burden on our 

men, who have spent close to a quarter century dealing with Russian tanks and equip- 
ment--or, more clearly, will it take use a long period of time for the Egyptian en- 
gineer to master the modern Western or American equipment, the way they had previ- 
ously mastered the most modern equipment of the East?" 


The old tank professor said, 


"It is absolutely no burden for us to study Western technology and weaponry and 
the principles or theories governing the tanks of America, France, or Western 
countries in general, in addition to assimilating Eastern ideas. [t is not a burd- 
en, in fact it is a duty which we perform in our belief and understanding of the 
strategy of increasing the number of weapons sources--a sentence of no more than 
Ll armed words. When | made the last visit to America, | was preceded there by 
Egyptian officers receiving military training courses, and I found the American 
officers expressing pride over the fact that they had drawn very good benefit from 
the expertise of the Egyptians and praising the input of military science the 
Egyptirn fighting man carries in his head and has applied practically in the pres- 
ence of American fighting men. The American commanders pointed out to me that the 
Egyptian officers’ capacity to absorb was no less than that of corresponding per- 
sons in any other army in the world, in fact was sometimes superior to it, and 
this is a fact which every Egyptian knows for sure. 


"We have acquired the most modern American tanks, including the M60A3, which we 
will incorporate into our forces this year God willing. Seven years before they 
reached us, they were the tanks which Ierael used in the 1973 war and which we 

took as war spoils. Some of these tanks and armored pieces were left in good shape 
by Israelis fleeing for their lives, and the engineers of the fifth shop, the main 
armor department shop, took them apart piece by piece and studied them. 








"Refore October 1979, che first American armor military equipment arrived and ic 
was deicded to include it in the 6 October military display. Included .9 thie 
equipment were the armored truck ML1L3-21 and the Tow Missile which ise carried on 
it. Egyptian drivers belonging to the Armor Department unloaded them from ships 
in the port of Alexandria; although ic was difficult to manuever with new materiel 
in a narrow area, Che speed with which they assimilated the process called for 
pride," 


To the Armored Shop 


After that the discussion moved over to the tank surgeons and armor shop, which 
hae a secret number-one of the miracles of Egyptian military technology when com- 
pared with the scientific knowledge and expertise which is increasing year by year. 
The armor director said, 


"Our shope bear a large volume of technical responsibility, They perform the 
duties of high-level technical supply, with ite various forms of integration, for 
all the equipment on treads in our armed forces as a whole, and not just in the 
context of tanks. One should not forget that the main land forces, as well as our 
force, use equipment moving on treads. 





"The greater the amount of training rises to reach certain levels, the more the 
volume of responsibility which the workshops of the armor, at their forefront the 
armor shop, bear increases." 


I went there, to that shop, and the people with the magic fingernails, the tank 
surgeons and their aides, the proud technicians, so that we could witness a new 
achievement being added to the Egyptian competence, Egyptian intelligence and pion- 
eering Egyptian venuineness. 


What did we see in this shop, which is working in silence and secrecy? What is 
the significance of this shop? 


These are details we will find in coming weeks, when we live at close hand with the 
accomplishments of these surgeons, who are working in “lasers up to the treads," 
or the opposite. 


This is the biography of the man with whom we are today conducting the conversation 
on “tanks and tomorrow's combat." 


He is an old tank commander and combatant, and is now their commander: Maj Gen 
Muharmad Majid al-Far. 


ie was born in Dassuq on 1 September 1928. 


He graduated from the War College in 1948, in the class of Egyptian officers who 
experienced the difficult experience of 1967 and the class which included Lt Gen 
Ahmad Badawi, the commander general of the Egyptian armed forces and minister of 
defense. 


Maj Gen Muhammad Majid al-Far returned to the armed forces in May 1973 in order to 
prepare for the war and immediately joined the Nasir Higher Military Academy. 
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The man played his part during the October-Ramadan war and was assistant to the 
ehiel of the armor etaff, 


After that he was appointed assistant director of armor, then chief of etaff of 
armor, then director of armor. 


The years passed, then came 1980, in which Egypt received the modern American 
M60A) tanke. Contacts and procedures for incorporating them into the Egyptian 
armed forces took a long period of time and unremitting effort. 


After hie return from England, he served as an artillecy and marksmanship inetruct- 
or in the Armor School, then returned to combat formations. 


hefore that, in 1953, he took « epecial examination to receive the technical war 
acaff diploma in the United States of America, winning firet place in this examina- 
tion; he was the first Egyptian officer to receive thie military diploma in America, 
in 1954, 


After that, ower armed forces were for ⸗æ long time tied to Bastern weaponry, and 
the tank fighter Muhammad Majid al-Par did not return to America until he flew 
there for the second time thie year, on tasks related to modern American tanks. 
Between the two missions, he traveled to Czechoslovakia in 1957 on a echolarly 
mission to etudy tanks and Eastern theory in the city of Brno. 


After his firet return from America in 1954, he joined the Armor School as a teach- 
er in maintenance, driving and artillery, as technical war etaff for tanks, then 
returned again to field combat formations, taking over the command of a heavy arnm- 
ored battalion, which acquired the reputation of the best armored battalion in 
training resulte for a period of 2 years. For thie superiority, he was given a 
good reward. 


In 1964, he was assigned to form an armored brigade as a new strike force and held 
the position of chief of etaff of the Lcigade. He then participated with it in 
the battles in the war in Yemen. The position of head of staff of the section of 
San'a', the capital of Yemen, was assigned to Maj Gen al-Far, and then he assumed 
the acting command of the region and command of the armored brigade both. 
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TECHNOLOGICAL STRIDES OF ARMY, SOLDIERS REVIEWED 
Caico AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 14 Nov 860 pp 40-43 


/Acticle by Mami Lutfi: “The Egyptian Soldier of ‘80 No Carries a Rifle 
but Is Equipped with Advanced Electronic Military Sciences" 


/Text/ Were the new Bgyptian soldier is being born. 





In the Lighthouses of modern eclentific war, the Egyptian soldier, “from the start 
of his service” in che national military, is being equipped with the greatest 
amount, calculated above plans, in laser ectence, track-vehicle mechy iice, and 
mechanical combat equipment borne on armored behicles. 


The Egyptian soldier is no longer just handling rifles or cannon in his initial 
training programe before being turned into an integrated fighting man in his field 
or military theater--indeed, he has come to find closed circuit television courses 
giving him leesons in military science, Laser beams, ultraviolet rays and the most 
modern uses of modern electronics waiting for him, so that their ecientific com- 
plexities may flow before him, surging forward in the face of the resulte of his 
training and advanced military ammunition as « result of a massive program of “mod- 
ernization” Lavolving the entire Egyptian military establishment. 


Let us come look at the situation, let us see how the Egyptian soldier is now be- 
ing born in the military Lighthouses of the “green berets," which we select from 
among dozens of Egyptian military lighthouses graduating the modern Egyptian sol- 
dier, Egypt's fighting man of tomorrow. 


The high level of expertise is born accompanied by science and a fighting compe- 
tence arising from good, harsh training levels. These prominent features in prac- 
tice are embodied in their stages of development through history and time in pre- 
vious ware in the Armor Department of our armed forces. The beginning originates 
in the three military Lighthouses which belong to it. These function throughout 
the year to supply our tanks, and indeed everything that moves on tracks in our 
military theaters, with competent officere and soldiers for the “green berets” 
(the headgear distinguishing the Egyptian tank combatants) then the branches of 
our forces which use vehicles on tracks. 
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These “lighthouses” | am talking about are: 
The Armor Institute, 

The Armor Training Center, 

The Track Vehicle Training Center. 


There is another industrial engineering citadel, operating under the command of 
the Armor Department, and that ie the secret armor shop, which, with ite Egyptian 
thinking and achievements, represents « major scientific asset which addresses 
iteelf to the national pride of every Egyptian. In the next issue, God willing, 
we will devote some pages of AL-MUSAWWAR to Chat. 


in the Armor Inetictute, old and new tanks are explained to the armor officers side 
by side, and the administration of the inetitute presents the ABC's of everything 
related to the science of tanks and tank combat and the new theories which govern 
tank combat for study, through the field experience obtained by Egyptian giants on 
the desert of Sinai and the weet of the canal and the scientific expertise which 
has been attained by Egyptian officers who studied on missions in international 
military academies in the east and the west, in addition to the Egyptian Nasir High- 
er Military Academy. They also study tank operation in motion, tank fire produc- 
tion and the optimum markemanship in use of this fire. 


Tank professors in this venerable institute carry out Egyptian operations of devel- 
Oping, innovating and adding to the arms made in the West or East, which are bril- 
liant in their Egyptian ability, increasing the competence of the tank and giving 
them greater abilities in order to shorten time and effort and increase the life 
of the weapon. 


In the Armor Institute, | learned that the most modern practical product which it 
is permitted to divulge now is the accurate scientific analysis of the American 
LL3-1 A armored car which we acquired from Ierael in the Ramadan 1973 operations. 


In the firing ranee annexed to the institute, I observed a “chapter” of training 
programs in which people used laser beams instead of live ammunition, protecting 
the Life of tank cannon, saving ammunition and providing the highest level of train- 
ing concomitant with the modern programs which similar institutes are applying in 
America and the major European countries. 


Let us move on to the Armor Training Center, which ie one of the Egyptian military 
centers that gives new birth every day to an Egyptian soldier and tank combatant 
equipped with a wealth of theoretical science and practical applied science in 
every tank branch. 


This center, supervising the Egyptian military presence, is concerned with eradi- 
cating illiteracy among the soldiers who join it. Through harsh positive toil, 
the commanders and officers of the center continue to perform their national mis- 
sion under the command of a tank professor who consciously and devoutly loves his 
profession and is proficient to the maximum in the art of commanding and instruct- 
ing men. Many indeed are “the numbers” who graduate from this center, which is 
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more like a big city, leaving in possession of the power to venture forth with 
tanke into all thete delicate tradicional tasks with the highest levele of combat 
competence, The center also imparts a good level of reading and writing to those 
whom fortune has favored with membership in the armored corpse but whose circum 
atances in childhood failed them, depriving them of thie resource, 


Por the sake of the truth, thie te aleo the case in the other branches of our 
arwed forces, 


In the Armor Training Center, or the broad massive tank city, the new fighting men 
study the use in theory and practice of Bastern tanks and American ones, of which 
they have many, in good shape and damaged by fire, seized by our armed forces in 
the October-Ramadan war, including the most modern products of arms arsenals in 
America and aleo in France, 


{ forgot to mention trat L saw closed circuit television classes used for courses 
in the Areor Institute and the Armor Training Center which showed war filme which 
we acquire from similar Buropean institutes, all revolving about the high-caliber 
use of tank and armed vehicle convoys in deserts and forests, between mountainous 
areas and in che face of natural obstacles, skirmishing operations in complex or 
sudden situations, battles launched by tanks against entrenched or mobile tanks, 
and the results yielded up by these battles, where the outcome is presented to 
students as lessons which we benefit and learn from. 


I complete my tour in the Track Vehicle Driver Training Center which was built by 
the Armor Department in late 1967. There the drivers of track vehicles in all our 
armed forces receive training, and there study courses are held in which students 
enroll from such military institutes and faculties as the War Faculty, the Infantry 
and of course Armor Institutes, the Technical Institute, and the Armor Vocational 
Training Center--another center which is different from the ones we talked about 
just now a few Lines ago--along with students from the Military Technical College 
and people from friendly Arab, African and Asian countries. Also enrolled in it 
are armor officers taking courses which are obligatory for armor officers in main- 
tenance, driving and company command branches. 


The Track Vehicle Driver Training Center participates in conducting research on 
technical uses to develop such tank equipment as motors, tracks, transmission equip- 
ment and other parts which have recently been attached to Egyptian tanks to raise 
their capability (these lie in the realm of secrecy). The center also helps pro- 
duce special training aids for technical and driver training; they have developed 
educational material that has been converted into colored slides on all equipment 
and these are subjected to the use of projectors with tape recorders; in addition 
the most modern international mockups are used, to preserve equipment in the pri- 
mary stages of driver training. 


1 found that the level of the students in this center, conscripts and recruits, 
represented a special environment. The lowest educational credential which an or- 
dinary recruit possesses is that of preparatory schooling, while volunteers have 
general secondary schooling. 


Since the first wave of American equipment reached us in 1979, the center has made 
@ great, major achievement, training its instructors and assistant inetructors in 
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studying, driving and maintaining it in record time, not just for armor fighting 
men but aleo for the corpse which have used this American equipment~~cthe Signal, 
Infantry and Artillery. People in the Track Vehicle Training Center drove and re- 
celved the armor track driven vehicles coming from the United States from the 
Egyptian porte to their pointe of concentration, and their driving techniques were 
praised by the American experts who arrived with the weapons. 
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SECOND ARMY CONDUCTS JOINT MANEUVERS 
Cairo AKHIR SA'AN in Arabic . Oct 80 pp 14, 15 


/Acticle by Faruq al-Shadhilt and Usamah 'Ajjaj: “AKHIR SA'AH Was There: All 
forces in Second Army Meneuver" 


/Text/ What do the great military maneuvers conducted by the Second Field Army 
mean’? What does the participation by all forces in these maneuvers, which lasted 
144 hours, mean? 


AKHIR SA'All was there, witnessing the great maneuvers from the first moment to the 
last. Ahmad ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz's lens recorded everything that went on there. 


The great military maneuvers held by the Second Field Army occupied the attention 
of observers. At the beginning they said, “Their significance lies in ‘what if the 
negotiations with [erael fail?’ Theat is because preparations for the maneuvers are 
taking place at a time when the negotiations are faltering.” Then, after the Iran- 
Iraq war, they came back and said that they were a preparation for confronting the 
situation in the region. 


The fact is that preparations for these maneuvers have been going on for about a 
month. Some formations of the Second Field Army were stipulated to participate in 
the maneuvers, in the light of the general plan drawn up. After the roles were as- 
signed, each commander of « small group was left to determine what he saw fit in 
the light of the ,eneral plan. 


Maj Gen Salah ‘Abd-al-Nalim was chosen chief of staff of the second Army. 


Lt Gen Ahmad Badawi, minister of defense and war production, commenting on all the 
questions observers had raised, told AKHIR SA‘AH: 


"The Egyptian armed forces are performing their training in various formations in 
order to raise the fighting capabilit, of all their personnel. This training is 
annual, is subject to the general treining plan of the armed forces and is not con- 
nected to any events. For a month there has been military training in the heart- 
land of Sinai. The forces of the Third Field Army performed maneuvers in the 
passes with live ammunition, and other formations in the Second Field Army conducted 
maneuvers with live ammunition in the army sector west of the canal. The goal of 
the armed forces in this training or in these projects is to raise fighting 
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capability eo that the armed forces may be prepared to defend the security of 
Egypt, and other training still is going on at the level of the various armed 
forces formations." 





The Second Field Army maneuvers were a tactical project representing offense and 
defense. 


In fact, electronic warfare groups participated in the maneuvers with radio, signal 
and radar equipment jamming operations during the period of combat, in order to 
give an opportunity to train officers to act without referring to higher command, 


For the first time, air execution forces took part in the process of a tactical 
night execution. The execution took place successfully as the troops were dropped 
by night in the spots which had been set out for them and managed to carry out 
their missions behind the attacking forces’ lines, making a local counterattack 
under gas and air strikes. 


During the period of the maneuvers, which lasted 6 days, the air forces were the 
best help to the land forces. They supported their progress, helped in the pro- 
cess of fire preparation for break through with heavy artillery, and contributed 
to air protection operations of the forces through an operation of land forces 
paratroopers during a 24-hour period, as well as air reconnaissance activities to 
direct the battle of artillery and tank fire, 


Since the maneuvers were basically tactical joint force operation maneuvers of the 
naval forces played an important part through actions of opposing the craft of the 
enemy fleet which helped its attack on sea, and other craft were of assistance in 
acts of naval bombardment of land targets and naval executions. 


Maj Gen [brahim al-'Urabi, commander of the Second Army, said that the commanders 
in the various formations were changed during the course of combat operations, in 
order to give commanders a greater chance to act, cope with any eventualities, 
follow up on the battle plan and act swiftly under all circumstances, day and night. 
The extent to which they bore up under the continuous action in real battle condi- 
tions was apparent. 


Since flanks always just constitute a weakness in the forces, the commanders stayed 
vigilant during che course of the maneuvers through their contacts with the neigh- 
boring forces or their reconnaissance of them. 


The commanders were placed in hard psychological circumstances similar to those 
they face during battle stages. 


In the response to a question on why live ammunition was not used in these maneuv- 
ers while it was used in previous Second and Third army maneuvers: 


Maj Gen al-‘Urabi said, “The rules of military training in two-sided tactical 
maneuvers are that live ammnition is not used in them but is substituted by the 
use of explosive ground charges and microphones which represent the atmosphere 
of combat." 
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Tactical maneuvers are considered to be the most advanced combat method in train- 
ing commanders and forces in the atmosphere and dominance of combat and organiza- 
tion activities during combat, 


The Egyptian maneuvers which are announced always find people to announce chem and 
to announce justifications for them, Previously, people said that the maneuvers 
in the western section were aimed at Libya. al-Qadhdhafi massed his forces, but 


the maneuvers ended, and were not aimed at al-Qadhdhaii. Now they are saying, 
and saying.... 


Many people imagine that in the peace phase Egypt will be in a state of military 
lassitude, but they have forgotten that the Egyptian armed forces are the arm pro- 
tecting Egypt's security and the sword for anyone who lets himself be seduced into 
infringing on ite security and freedom, 


The goal of the armed forces’ maneuvers was constant training for che sake of raie- 
ing combat capability and preparing to confront all emergencies! 
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CANADIAN TRANSPORT PLANE DISPLAYED IN EXERCISES 
Abu Dhabi EMIRATE in Arabic 21 Sep 80 p 12 
[Article by ASSOCIATED PRESS: “Egypt Shows Interest in Canadian Plane") 


[Excerpt] A Canadian-built, low-altitude transport plane called "buffalo" is re- 
portedly catching the eye of Egypt's military leaders who are soon expected to 
negotiate the purchase of many more, diplomatic sources said. 


The sources close to the Minister of Defence, Gen Ahmed Badawy, said a committee 
is now looking into the plane's performance and costs and if negotiations come 
through, the Buffalo may soon replace the Soviet-built military freighter, I[lushin. 


The buffalo is produced by the Toronto-based De-Havilland Company. It was spotted 
by Egyptian Vice-President Hosni Mubarak at the international aerospace show in 
Farnborough, England, earlier this month. 


Mubarak a veteran Air Force pilot, was so taken by the performance he requested a 
demonstration in Egypt. The plane and its crew flew here immediately after the 
show. The Buffalo has been in Egypt for ten days, and on thursday joined an 
Egyptian parachuting exercise that alsw included U.S. made C130s. 


"The militarymen are very pleased and excited about Buffalo," one Western diplomat 
said. “They find its performance very adapts ie to the terrain.” 
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CHIEF OF STAFF OBSERVES DROP OF VEHICLES BY PARACHUTE 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 19 Sep 80 pp 1, 5 


/Arcicle by Faruq al-Shadhili: "Chief of Staff Witnesses a Practical Demonstra- 
tion: Parachute Drop of Vehicles, Trucks and Heavy Equipment") 


/Text/ Lt Gen Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Halim Abu Ghazalah, chief of war staff of the armed 
forces, witnessed a practical demonstration of heavy air execution by means of 
American C-130 aircraft. He also witnessed a special demonstration of Canadian 
Buffalo aircraft. This is the first time Western aircraft have been used in air 
execution operations and also the first time Canada has supplied military weaponry 
to Egypt. 


Lt Gen Abu Ghazalah, following the conclusion of the demonstration, announced 
“Heavy drops are not new to the Egyptian armed forces. We have American equipment 
but needed training in it. The execution with the C-130 aircraft is one of the 
fruits of the decision to diversify arms sources and is a new victory for the men 
of the airborne, giving them great ability to maneuver. In reality, the training 
period given to the heroes of the airborne was relatively brief, proving that the 
efforts which are exerted in training are hard and exceptional. The demonstration 
proved to be a good teginning for the airborne troops. The coming training period 
will be devoted to training in the dismantling and the use of equipment, now that 
they have been trained in dropping intact equipment." 


Observing the display were Maj Gen al-Sayyid Hamidi, commander of the Air Defense 
Staff, Maj Gen Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Hamid Hamdi, chief of staff of the Air Force, Maj 
Gen Muhammad ‘Abdallah, director of war intelligence, Maj Gen ‘Abd-Rabb-al-Nabi 
Hafiz, chief of the operations Committee, Maj Gen Fu'ad Mujahid, director of the 
Provision and Supply Committee, Brig Gen Muhammad Nabil al-Ziftawi, commander of 
the special forces, and Brig Gen Hasan al-Zayyat, commander of the airborne. 


The presentation began with a heavy execution display by means of American C-130 
aircraft. Three loads were dropped by airplane. A large-size German-manufactured 
truck was dropped; this was the first time this type of vehicle was dropped from 
an airplane in Egypt. An execution was also made with a Jeep containing ammunition 
cases and two 130-millimeter mortars with 30 cases of ammunition; the execution 
took place entirely within the area allocated to it. The dual parachutes used in 
dropping the heavy equipment also helped keep the equipment from going beyond the 
area where it was dropped, since the G-12 parachutes are distinguished by an auto- 
matic separation device /which operates/ as soon as ground is reached. 
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The Canadian Airplane 


Le Gen Abu Ghazalah also observed a special demonstration of the Canadian airplane, 
which resembles the American C-130 airplane but is distinguished by having two en- 
gines and accommodating 35 paratroopers. It can be used as an ordinary passenger 
airplane. Its tactical load capacity is about 5 tons and maximum capacity is & 
tons. It has been used in consecutive flights of 525 kilometers; that is, it is 
just good for domestic transport, and not for operations theaters outside Egypt. 
Basically the Canadian airplane is an assault craft. It can take off over a dis- 
tance of only 150 meters on any type of terrain, that is, does not need special 
runways, and it functions like a helicopter. It can be used as a first aid air- 
plane since it can transport 24 stretchers in addition to a whole team of nurses 
and doctors. 





The Buffalo airplane is also distinguished by its ability to go backward while on 
ground and in addition it can land on a stretch about 200 meters long. Its maxi- 
mum speed is 70 knots per hour. 


It is used in execution operations by means of drag parachutes, as it can drop from 
a height of 5 meters. The parachutes are at the same time used for breaking to 
prevent the load from traveling great distances on reaching the ground. The air- 
plane dropped a load of 2 tons. 


The chief of staff and companions witnessed the stages of the demonstration and 
listened to a descriptive statement on the uses of the Canadian airplane, whose ad- 
vantages and possibilities for development in a manner meeting the requirements of 
the Egyptian armed forces are still being studied by a committee of people in the 
airborne and the Air Force. 


[Captions, Cairo, AKHIR SA'AH, 
24 Sep 80 p 11] 


Parachutes Used in the Drop 
Separate Automatically on 
Touching Ground 
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Lt Gen Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Halim Abu Ghazalah Observes the Process of 
Execution of a Jeep With 30 Large Cases of Equipment and Ammunition 
in Natural Setting 


23 

















President Anwar al-Sadat 
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